Executive Editor & Author Biographies by unknown
Executive Editor & Author Biographies
EXECUTIVE EDITORS
Jennifer Freilach 
Jenny graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in History and a minor in English. 
She is President of Phi Alpha Theta and is fascinated with the counterculture 
of the 1960s and ‘70s. As a recent graduate she spends her time working, read-
ing, and solving the Rubik’s cube.
Madeleine Aitchison 
Madeleine graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in History and minors in Asian 
Studies and Women’s and Gender Studies. She particularly enjoys studying 
the history of Southeast Asia. Madeleine will be starting a Masters program 
at the University of Hawaii in the fall.
AUTHORS
Allison Wilkinson
Allison is a third year History major. Her research interests include emotional 
history, baseball history, and history of college orientation. Outside of class 
she is a member of Phi Alpha Theta, a marketing intern for Cal Poly Athletics 
and an Orientation Team member for New Student & Transition Programs.
Cooper Peltz
Cooper is a third-year history major. Cooper would like to thank Dr. Firpo 
for teaching him how to write, Caleb Gotthardt and Emily Hock for check-
ing books out of the library for him, and Keegan Koberl for being the Sam 
Gamgee to Cooper’s Frodo during the writing of this article.
Blake Burgess
Blake is a History major who transferred from Cuesta College and will be 
graduating with honors in June 2016. His favorite subjects to research are la-
bor history, radicalism, and terrorism. Blake plans to earn his teaching creden-
tial in History-Social Science and teach at the Middle or High School level.
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Tessa St. Clair
Tessa transferred from Porterville College to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo in Fall 
of 2015. She adores all areas of history, but is focusing her studies on 19th and 
20th century American and European history. Her goal while at Cal Poly is to 
study abroad in London for a summer and complete a curating internship at 
a museum. She is currently working towards her bachelor’s degree in history.
Alika Bourgette
As a first-year History M.A. student, Alika has found a new interest the Pa-
cific Basin as a field of study. He hopes that his studies will deepen his ties to 
Hawaii and the American West, both places he calls home,
Charlie Williams
Charlie is a first year history major at Cal Poly. She is passionate about all 
aspects of history, but hopes to study the era of the Cold War more thorough-
ly because she finds the contrast between political views fascinating. Besides 
history, Charlie enjoys reading and exploring San Luis Obispo.
Rebecca Willis
Rebecca is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in History with potential minors in 
English and Music. She enjoys studying European history and film. Campus 
interests include peer advising, tutoring, and student leadership. She is grad-
uating June 2017 with plans to pursue a career in education at the graduate 
level.
Solange Kiehlbauch
Solange is completing a Bachelor of Arts in History with a minor in English. 
She will be continuing her education in Cal Poly’s History M.A. program. 
Solange is particularly interested in medieval history, as well as the history of 
medicine and equestrian culture. Outside of the classroom, she enjoys horse-
back riding, reading, and writing fiction and poetry. 
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